
  
 
 
 New Plymouth City Council Meeting 
 MONDAY  

18 May 2015 
7:00 pm 

New Plymouth City Council Chambers (Library) 
 
On the 18th of May, 2015, the New Plymouth city council meeting was called to order at approximately 
7:00 pm by Council President Bill Warnke.  Roll call was taken with council members Warnke, Mayer and 
Kurth in attendance. 
 
Staff members in attendance were Beau Ziemer and Andy Gerhke.  
 
Regular Agenda – Councilman Mayer moved to approve regular agenda. Councilman Kurth 
seconded the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.  
 
Consent Agenda – The consent agenda included 20 April 2015 Public Hearing Minutes, 20 April 2015 
Council Meeting Minutes, Sheriff’s Report and Claim Approvals totaling $133,718.32. Councilman Mayer 
moved to approve consent agenda. Councilman Kurth seconded the motion. The voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
 
Old Business 
  
None 
 
 
New Business 
 
Greg Wiese to discuss groundhog control – Mr. Wiese was not present.  
Councilman Mayer moved to table the discussion of groundhog control by Greg  
Wiese. Councilman Kurth seconded the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
Beth Earles to discuss the city’s disregard for city code and state statutes - Ms. Earles read a prepared 
statement to the council, as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Greg Wiese to discuss groundhog control  
Councilman Mayer moved to untable the discussion of groundhog control by Greg  
Wiese. Councilman Kurth seconded the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
Mr. Wiese stated that he was appearing before council to prevent a possible disaster concerning the 
Noble irrigation canal bordering city limits. He informed the council of groundhog damage along the canal 
bank and provided copies of photos of specific damage.*see attachment* Mr. Wiese then stated that he 
was aware that the Noble Ditch Company had taken steps to eradicate the groundhogs and correct the 
damage, but he felt that the problem had not been solved and a canal breach was imminent. Councilman 
Warnke asked Public Works Superintendent Ziemer if he was aware of a county entity that provided 
rodent control and he responded that he was not aware of any that specifically controlled groundhogs. 
Public Works Superintendent Ziemer then stated that Noble Ditch Company was actively baiting them 
and he had also spoken to a trapping company and determined that trapping was quite cost prohibitive. 
He made a recommendation to council that the city send a letter to the ditch company as well as the 
drainage district offering assistance with and requesting a resolution to the problem. Councilman Mayer 
commented that she would like to have Councilman York’s input on the issue before any decision was 
made on how to proceed. Councilman Warnke stated that he would like to have more information about 
other entities that may help with the problem and felt that a solution needed to be found in a timely 
manner. Councilman Mayer requested that the item be kept on the agenda as old business to discuss at 
the next meeting.  
 
 
ITD Park Pathways Community Choices Grant Program – City Engineer Andy Gehrke informed the 
council that he had contacted ITD regarding the city’s grant application and had discovered that it had 
been overlooked. As a result, the deadline was approaching much sooner than anticipated. He stated that 
an agreement had been sent from ITD and, after reviewing it, he recommended that council approve with 
two changes to item #16. After some discussion of the recommended changes, it was determined that the 
corrected agreement should be ready to approve at the next meeting.   
Councilman Mayer moved to send the ITD agreement to City Attorney Bert Osborn to review with 
the recommended changes before the 01 June 2015 city council meeting. Councilman Kurth 
seconded the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
Beau Ziemer to discuss a truck purchase – Public Works Superintendent Ziemer informed the council that 
a replacement pickup was needed by the public works department as the previous one used by the ditch 
rider was beyond repair. He stated that money was available in the budget up to $10,000 and was 
requesting the council’s input on the price range he should look in. Councilman Kurth asked for more 
information on the need for another truck and Public Works Superintendent Ziemer explained that it was 
used by the ditch rider in the summer months rather than paying a higher mileage reimbursement and 
was also used by his crew for the remainder of the year. After some discussion, the council requested 
that he present 3-5 options in a broad price range at the following meeting for approval.        
 
 
Ordinances and Resolutions 
 
None 
 
 
Public Comments 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mayor and Council Comments 
 
Public Works Superintendent Zeimer commented that, in regard to the groundhog issue, it was unlawful 
to shoot them within city limits and there was some hesitation on the part of county residents to shoot at 
them towards city limits. He also stated that baiting them was not very effective and other options were 
expensive, so many issues needed to be considered when finding a solution to the problem. Councilman 
Mayer expressed congratulations to this year’s high school graduates and reminded all to watch out for 
children in the streets now that the school year was almost over. Councilman Warnke thanked Ms. Earles 
for appearing before council and researching the information she had presented. He also stated that her 
information would be reviewed and considered.    
 
Adjournment 
 
Councilman Mayer moved to adjourn the council meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Kurth.  The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.   
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:06 pm.      
 

 
 

____________________________                  ______________________________ 
Joe Cook, Mayor  Gina Christensen, Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


